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Perspective of Multi—-dimensional Development Gap

YANG Ke', MENG Changyu', YU Wei’
( 1.School of Economics, Henan Institute of Technology, Xinxiang 453003, Henan; 2. School of Economics and
Management, Anging Normal University ,Anging 246133, Anhui )

Abstract: ased on panel data from 17 prefecture-level cities in Henan Province from 2013 to 2022,
this study examined and measured the urban—rural "digital divide" in the process of digital transformation.
Research findings indicate that the development of the digital economy has led to a "digital divide" between
urban and rural areas, and this process is dynamic and continuous. When examined in detail, digitalization
has narrowed the gap in employment levels between urban and rural areas, but it has not shown a mitigating
effect on the income gap and the disparity in public service capabilities. Heterogeneity analysis reveals
that the higher the level of urbanization, the more pronounced the "digital divide" between urban and rural
areas. Optimization should be carried out from three aspects: strengthening the construction and service
popularization of digital infrastructure, promoting the flow of factors and complementary advantages between
urban and rural areas, and establishing a new income distribution system in the digital economy era.

Key words: digital divide; digital economy; urban—rural development gap; rural revitalization
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